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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-13, 15-16, 18, 21-24, 26-29, 31 and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 3,442,209 to Funahashi. 

With respect to claim 1, Funahashi teaches a hand stamp with a stamp plate 
carrier, 5, and a stamp plate, 3, as well as with engaging parts on the stamp plate 
carrier and on the stamp plate for a releasable interconnection thereof, wherein the 
engaging parts are formed by multiple groove/web structures. See column 2, lines 24- 
42. 

With respect to claim 21 , Funahashi teaches a stamp plate for a hand stamp with 
engaging parts for a releasable interconnection with a stamp plate carrier of the hand 
stamp, wherein the engaging parts are formed by a multiple groove/web structure See 
column 2, lines 24-42. 

With respect to claims 2-4 and 22-24, Funahashi teaches the groove/web 
structures have square and rectangular cross-sections, wherein the grooves and the 
webs have cross-sections engaging one behind the other. See the Figures. 

With respect to claims 6-9 and 26-29, Funahashi teaches that the groove/web 
structures are arranged on the entire surface of the carrier or of the stamp plate 
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respectively and they have grooves parallel to each other and webs correspondingly 
parallel to each other, wherein the grooves and webs are equally high and wide. See 
the Figures. 

With respect to claims 1 1-12, Funahashi teaches that the carrier is made of a 
dimensionally stable plastic material. See column 2, lines 36-37. 

With respect to claims 13, 16 and 31, Funahashi teaches that the stamp plate is 
made of an elastic material. See column 2, lines 25-29. 

With respect to claim 15 and 33, Funahashi teaches receiving means for letters, 
or stamp character, respectively, formed on the side of the stamp plate that faces away 
from the groove/web structures. See column 2, lines 25-31 . 

With respect to claim 18, Funahashi teaches that several letters/stamp 
characters (9) are interconnected. See column 2, lines 25-31. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Funahashi in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,899,895 to Tannery. 
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Funahashi teaches all that is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 1-4, 6- 
9, 11-13, 15-16, 18, 21-24, 26-29, 31 and 33 except that the grooves and webs have 
trapezoidal cross-sections. 

Tannery teaches a hand stamp having a groove/web structure in which the 
grooves and webs have trapezoidal cross-sections. See Fig. 10. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the hand stamp of Funahashi to have the trapezoidal cross- 
sections taught by Tannery in order to better retain the engagable sections of the stamp 
plates. 

5. Claims 14, 17, 20 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Funahashi in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,809,886 to Faber. 

With respect to claims 14, 17 and 32, Funahashi teaches all that is claimed, as 
in the above rejection of claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-13, 15-16, 18, 21-24, 26-29, 31 and 33 
except that the stamp plate is made of caoutchouc. 

Faber teaches a stamp plate made of caoutchouc. See column 2, lines 44-52. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the hand stamp of Funahashi to have the stamp plate made of 
caoutchouc, as taught by Faber, in order to use a soft, elastic material which will be 
readily retained in the stamp plate carrier. 
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With respect to claim 20, Funahashi teaches all that is claimed, as in the above 
rejection of claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-13, 15-16, 18, 21-24, 26-29, 31 and 33 except that the 
stamp is designed as a self-inking stamp with a turning mechanism. 

Faber teaches a self-inking stamp with a turning mechanism. See column 5, lines 

21-40. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the hand stamp of Funahashi to be designed as a self-inking 
stamp with a turning mechanism, as taught by Faber, in order to be able to readily use 
the stamp without the need for an external inking device. 

6. Claims 19 and 34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Funahashi in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,360,658 to Benson. 

Funahashi teaches all that is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 1-4, 6- 
9, 11-13, 15-16, 18, 21-24, 26-29, 31 and 33 except that the receiving means have 
rounded undercuts. 

Benson teaches a hand stamp having stamp plate receiving means with rounded 
undercuts. See Fig 2. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the hand stamp of Funahashi to have the rounded undercuts of 
Benson in order to accommodate stamp plates having shapes more appropriate to 
these receiving means. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 10 and 30 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

With respect to claims 10 and 30, the prior art does not teach or render obvious a 
hand stamp as claimed, particularly including transverse grooves traversing the grooves 
and corresponding transverse webs. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 752,771 to Hardy, U.S. Patent No. 2,646,748 to 
Brown, Jr., U.S. Patent No. 5,048,415 to Shih, and U.S. Patent No. 5,709,145 to Shih 
each teach an apparatus having apparent similarities to the claimed subject matter. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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